Gertrude Purrier, Dorothy Bodwell’s mother
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Mrs. Lauritz (Lena) Bergeson, 87,
passed away Saturday morning, No-
vember 15th, at the Ada hospital.
She had been a resident of Home
Lake township 33 years and of Twin
valley the past 20 years.

Funeral services were held in Zion
Lutheran church here Tuesday, No-
vember 18th, at 2 p. m., with the
Rev. Maurice S. Molvik officiating.
Vocal music was by Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Nornes with Mrs. Maurice S.
Molvik as organist.

Family services took place at the
Erlien Funeral Home the previous
evening at 7:30, with the Rev. Paul
Bergeson as the presiding clergy-

| man.
| Pallbearers were Lloyd Hillesland,

James Waller, Miton Aasgaard, Ru-
| ben Waller, Gilmer Olson, Ernest
Anderson, Roy Mickelson and Arnold

Interment was in Zion cemetery
here with the Erlien Funeral Home
in charge of arrangements.

Mrs. Bergeson (Lena Risdahl) was
born July 27, 1882, a daughter of
Andreas and Gjilhaug Risdahl, in‘
Stavanger, Norway. She was baptiz-
ed and confirmed in the Lutheran
faith and grew up in Norway, attend-
ing elemntary schools there.

She came to America in 1899 and
resided in Norway, Iowa, She mar-
ried Lauritz E. Bergeson there in
1900 and they later farmed near
Canby, Minn,, for 16 years. They
then moved to a farm in Home Lake
township where they resided for 33
years, Her . passed away a
few days after their arrival here,
April 4, 1916. Mrs. Bergeson retired
in 1949 and moved to Twin Valley.

She suffered a stroke April 5, 1965,
and had been a resident of the Lu-

'theran Memorial Home and the
| Town Hall Estat&s since that time.
' A member of Zion Lutheran
| church for many years, she was 2
life member of the Zion ALCW.
- Mrs. Bergeson is survived by four
sons and three daughters, Roy Ber-
geson, Auburn, i s, Lee

great - grandchildren, plus severa!
nieces, nep and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her
child, two brothers, three sisters and
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Lena Risdahl Bergeson
Born on the Island of Skudesnes
Stavanger, Norway
July 27, 1894 to
November 15, 1969




Andrew and Gjetlaug Risdahl
Grandma Bergeson's Parents
Island of Skudesnes near Stavanger, Norway
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LARS V. BERGESON
Great Grandpa
1833
February 18, 1896
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alley, Fosston, Shelly, ‘Bemidji, along the
_‘ us dr!vc at NDSU in Fargo, and Radisson
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You ve got to try new things to get places

One thing for sure, the world's a lot morc
beautiful because of you, Melvin . . . look at all
the Splendor you have given us. .

by Ross Pfund

NORMAN _COUNTY

Serving The Heart Of The Red River Valley
ADA, ME‘I:‘ESUI'A

May 18, 1977  Norman County Index Page 9

Melvin and wife, Olga, stand in front of
the Red Splendor h g the Certificate
of Recosamon, and the pla that will
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. vivid. ;)liags turns many co
- thefall, and the trees bloom in their second
(Some flowering crabs po

: And they all came t
the man, as well as the tree.
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Melvm Bergeson

Melvin Bergeson nurseryman and
horticulturist, 86, of Fertile, MN,
died on Thursday. May 14, 1992 at
the Fair Meadow Nursmg Home in
Fertile.

Melvin was born at Gary, SD on
January 31, 1906, to Lauritz and
Olena (Risdal) Bergeson. He lived
with his family at Canby, MN until
the age of 10 when they moved to a
farm east of Twin Valley, MN.
Melvin attended the Minnesota
School of Agriculture at St. Paul, MN
before returning to the Twin Valley
area to farm.

- On October 14, 1932, Melvin was
united in marriage to Olga Johnson
at Fertile, MN, and to this union
three sons and three daughters were

. born. They continued to farm and he

also began his nursery business in
Twin Valley. They later moved to

- southeast of Fertile to farm and

. operate Bergeson's Nursery, which
 he continued to own and operate
* until 1971, upon selling the farm and
: nursery to his son. He entered the

Fair. Meadow Nursing. Home,
Fertile, in 1987.
Bergeson was best known for hls

~ introduction of the Red Splendor
. Flowering Crab, designated by the
 Minnesota State Horticulture Soenet'y

a_ ‘‘Minnesota Heritage Tree” in
1977.
The Red Splendor is considered by

" the Minnesota Landscape Arboret-

um to be one of the outstanding
varieties ever introduced in Minne-
sota, and is planted along the streets
of dozens of Minnesota cities.
Several Red Splendor are planted
around the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Arts in Washington D.C., and
several more were presented to the

Chinese government as a gift by
President Nixon on his historic trip to
the People’s Republic in 1972.

~‘'For his work in promoting new

‘varieties of trees and shrubs,

Bergeson received the Bronze Medal
from the Minnesota Horticulture
Society in 1975, and later was the
recipient of the R.E. Wodarz Award,

_the .North. Dakota Horticultural

Society’s highest award.

" Bergeson founded Bergeson Nur-
sery in 1937 and operated the
business until his retirement in 1971.
Following his retirement, Bergeson
continued to introduce new varieties

. of trees and- shrubs, the most

outstanding of ~which- was the
Bergeson Ash, patented in 1977.

After entering the Fair Meadow
Home in 1987, Bergeson completed a
'small book on gardening and, up to
the time of his death, wrote a weekly
column on gardening for the Fertile
- Journal.

** Melvin was. an active member of |

~the Gideons for several years, a
member of Walworth Baptist
Church, rural Flom, MN, and was a
board member of Bethel Lutheran
Missions at White Earth, MN. In the
early 1970's he also originated and
coordinated the Christian Fellowship
Tent at the Fertile Fair which has
continued as a ministry for over 20
years.

He is survwed by his wife, Olga,
Fertile, MN; three. sons and-
daughters-in-law, Paul and Glenda,
Fertile, Rev. Bob and Pam, Lake
Park, MN, and Roland and Jean,
Milwaukee, WI; three daughters and
sons-in-law, Edith and Orville Lee,-
Fertile, Beth and Dale Haaland,
Byron, MN, and Lois and Don
White, Burns, OR; two brothers,
John Twin Valley, MN and Burnett,
Hawley, MN; three sisters, Mildred
Sargent and -Gertrude Purrier, both
of Twin Valley, MN and Olive
Burton, Fargo, ND; 18 grandchildren
and nine great grandchildren.

Preceding him in death were his
parents, his brother, Roy, and his
infant sister, Mildred.

Funeral services were held at 2
p-m. on Tuesday, May 19 at Zion
Lutheran Church in Twin Valley,
with Rev. Rollie Leeman officiating.
Organist was Betty Schoephoerster
with Bob Jeska, Raymond and
Marvie Stromstad as vocalists.
Pianist was Beth Haaland.

Casket bearers were Bernard
Klevgaard, Alvin Larson, Calmer
Johnson, Paul Tollefson, Phillip
Mork, Nels . Holmberg, Duane
Malmskog and Jacob Schneiderman.

Honorary casket bearers were
Gideon members present at funeral
services.

Interment at South Cemetery, St.
John’s Lutheran Church, rural
Fertile.

Anderson Funeral Home, Twin
Valley.



Area resident Eric Bergeson has
published a book entitled "Down on
the Farm." The 90-page paperback
contains essays about Bergeson's

|- experiences living and working in the
small town. The essays were original-
ly published as columns in the Fertile
Journal.

Bergeson is manager of Bergeson
Nursery in Fertile and is presently
buying the nursery frc,m his parents,
Paul and Glenda Bergeson. The nurs-
ery has been in the Bergeson family
for over sixty years.

But since he published the
Bergeson Blab twenty some years ago
as a fifthgrader, Eric Bergeson has
had an interest in writing and journal-
ism. Although he studied history in
college, Bergeson wrote a column for
the student paper at the University of
North Dakota, earning a reputation
there for sharp satire.

Bergeson's more recent columns,

which were pubhisned by the Fertile
journal an a few other arca papers,

focused on the ups and downs of
small town life. While retaining his
sharp-edged humor, Bergeson also
writes nostalgic reminiscences of his
grandparents and of his experiences
living in the country.

Down on the Farm may be pur-
-hased by sending $9.46, which
includes shipping and tax, o Country
Scribe Publishing, RR 1 Box 169A,
Fertile, MN 66640. Down on the
Farm is also available at the drug
stores in Twin Valley, Hawley, and
Lake Parl




Rev. Bob Bergeson

Rev. Bob Bergeson, 53, died of
cancer February 7, 1998, at Dako-
ta Heartland Hospital in Fargo.

Allen Robert Bergeson was born
April 10, 1944, in Fertile, MN, the
son of Melvin and Olga Bergeson.
He was raised in Fertile, and grad-
.uated from Fertile High School in
1962. He attended Northwestern
College in Minneapolis and gradu-
ated from the University of Min-
nesota in 1967.

Bob married Pamela West in
| Wausau, Wisconsin August 27,
| 1967.

"', .Bob received his seminary de-
| gree from Bethel Seminary in St.

Paul, MN in 1970, and served a
J ‘parish in Cushing MN, from 1970-

74,

After further theological studies
at lowa State University, Bob and
Pam moved to Fertile where Bob
| worked at Bergeson Nursery and
‘ established his own photography

studio, He was a member of the
Fertile City Council.

In 1982, Bob accepted a call to
the Lutheran ministry at Lake Park
Lutheran Church where he served
until his death.

Bob is survived by his wife Pam,
their two children, Laine and Ben-
jamin, three sisters, Lois (Don)
White, Burns, OR; Edith Lee
(Orville) Mentor, MN; Beth Haa-
land (Dale) Byron, MN; and two
brothers, Paul (Glenda) of Fertile
and Roland (Jean) of Fresno, CA.
He was preceded in death by his
parents.

Funeral services will be held at
Lake Park Lutheran Church at 2:00
3.m. Tuesday, February 10, 1998.
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Johli | AR 515-3'5- M
Twin Valley, Minn.

john E. Bergeson, 83, Twin val-
ley, died Sunday, Nov. 24, 1996,
in Dakota Heartland
Hospital/South University, Fargo.

Mr. Bergeson was born Aug. 29,
1913, in Canby, Minn, He grew up
and attended school near Twin
valley. He then attended the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. On Feb. 6,
1949, he married Norma Hanson
in Twin Valley, where they lived.
He retired in 1978, He then
helped develop a housing project
south of Twin Valley.

He is survived by his wife; a
stepson, Algie (Vi) Hanson, Red
Lake Falls, Minn,; two stepdaugh-
ters, Shirley (Dick) Anderson,
Cummings, N.D., Clarene
(Mervyn) Larson, Ada, Minn.;
three sistérs, Gertrude Purrier,
Mildred Sargent and Olive Bur-
ton, all Twin Valley; seven grand-
children and seven great-grand-
children.

Visitation: Wednesday from 4
to 8, with a prayer service at 6 in
Anderson Funeral Home, Twin
valley, and one hour before the
funeral in the church.

Funeral: Friday at 11 in Trinity
Lutheran Church, Twin Valley.
© Burial: Zion Lutheran Ceme-
7, Twin Valley.




In Celebration of the New Life of

Norma Bergeson
April 7, 1919 ~ June 9, 2004

Prayer Service
Friday June 11, 2004 at 7:00 PM
Anderson Funeral Home, Twin Valley, Minnesota

Funeral Service
Saturday, June 12 at at 10:30 AM
Trinity Lutheran Church, Twin Valley, Minnesota
Officiating ~ Rev. Donald R. Schulz, Pastor
Organist ~ Myra Thornton
Vocalist ~ Eric Bergeson
Pallbearers
Mark & Joelynn Hanson  Kent & Audra Anderson
Charlie & Julie Bitker Kirk & Jill Roe Eric & Stacey Hoven
Brent & Kathy Tufte  Bruce & Kim Jacobson
Honorary Bearers
Wednesday Morning Coffee Club
Marilyn Johnson Harriet Huseby
Connie Schultz Barb Bueng Clarene Larson

Interment
Zion Lutheran Cemetery
Twin Valley, Minnesota

The support you have shown by your presence is gratefully
acknowledged by Norma’s family and you are invited to join
them for lunch and fellowship following the service.

Arrangements entrusted to

Anderson Funeral Home, Twin Valley, Minnesota
Your locally owned fimeral home







6. Norma and Johnny Bergeson are
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Improved : ‘Farms

FOR SALE.

COLLECTIONS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.
Orrice AT Crry HoTeL. : S. M, T, NYKREIM,
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